1IMED LEAVER Lo I

WYW W, lIMOEDLODADER.UUM/INEWD —l

SUNU

VIEWS

A LOOK BACK | STODDARTSVILLE

Keeping a dream alive

By DONNA TALARICO
Times Leader Correspandent
UCK TWP. — John Stoddart laid a solid
Tt didn't work out like he hoped.
But ane of his descendents is building

history.
Stoddartsville was supposed to be a thriving canal
town with mills, shops, taverns and homes. It was sup-

posed to be a bustling town that housed the families'

who worked at the town's mills. It was supposed to
develop into a port city with tourist attractions. Tn-
stead, the Lehigh River town was washed away by nat-
ural and financial disasters.

Naney Stoddart of California is a descendent of the
town'’s founder. She returned to Stoddartsville in 2003
to bury her mother’s ashes.

“Tam the last Stoddart left, At the time my ancestor
was the higgest employer in the area and many of the
‘houses were occupied by his workers,” said Stoddart,
who is in her 50s.

Stoddartsville was laid oot in 1815 starting with the
construction of a stone gristmill and sawmill. Not too

‘mostly for Stoddart’s workersand other business own-
ers,

“There was also a large 19th-century house, The
Maples, which burned down when I was a child. You

can still see the ruins,” said Stoddart. The ruins show

that the house was rather large. Steps and a gate lead
to what used to be the front yard.

Ambitious beginnings

John Stoddart wanted to build a port town on the
Lehigh Canal. He partnered with Josiah White, the
man for whom White Havenis named, toimprove nav-
igation an the Lehigh River from White Haven for
boats to transport goods to and from Stoddartsville.

could not return and instead had to be broken up and
sold.
_ Staddart got a dose of optimism when the mining
grew and started using two-way canals. But
Whn:and}usl.dngh\l’l]leythal&.mmbuuﬁﬁn

1830s,

making minimal income by selling lumber to the coal
companies. In 1862, the dams were flooded and the
gristmill and sawmill were destroved. Later, forest
fires ripped through the town, destroying nearly ev-
erything the water did not consume. In the 1950s,
more fires and flooding destroyed much of what was
left. But, even Mother Nature didn't totally wipe out
the little town that never was.

Preserving the history
Today, Stoddartsville is nothing but scenic water-
falls, & few homes and ruins of the old gristmill and

other structures, Tt was given a historical marker and
placed on the National Registry of Historic Places.

A historic marker for Stoddartsville glves a quick
history fesson.
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John Butler, 86, has his Buck
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Stoddartsville. He stands here overlooking falls and remnants of an old gristmill.

Some of the land was sold to the state for gamelands.
The rest is privately owned.

“A man from another branch of the family, John But-
ler, now owns much of it,” said Stoddart. Butler, who
still lives close by, is many years Stoddart's senior. He
"has not only recorded the memaories of the village, he
has preserved some of

With white hair and bushy sideburns, John Butler
Jr lsawa]lung talking museum.

know everything there is to know about Wyoming
Valley said Butler, 86.
A 1540 graduate of Yale, Butler spent 25 yearsin the

Stoddartsville, | 3
by his grandfather mmsﬁnlbdwthelﬁnghl’all&

picturesque scenery that he recalls was once used ina
1920s-era silent film. He shares the home with his be-
loved Jenmy, a 2-year-old: cocker spaniel that rarely
leaves his side.

Speaking about the area, Butler eagerly shows off
pictures and artifacts that adorn his museumlike
home.

“This is Stoddart and his wife. And this is his man-
sion, that's the Maples. It's a big house. All that's Jeft is
the gate and the stone foundations. And, that's the old
mill ruins before more of them fell down,” he said,

identifying pictures on the wall.
family history dates back to Zebulon Butler
of Connecticut, who fought in Ge s

she was up here at this house with
her father. He met her fishing and
fell in love with her and married
her,” he said.
Another Butler, Lord Butler,
started the Easton-Wilkes-

1855 flood, that bridge caved
in and was rebuilt upriver on
the current state Route 115. Al-

«of sorts preserving the history of

Remnants of the old gristmill near the falls on the
Lehigh River in Stoddartsville in the late 1800s are
seen In this photo owned by John Butler. The town
took advantage of canal transportation.

though the old bridge has sentimental value to Butler
(he proposed to his wife there “Say yes, or you're going
over!") the flooding and bridge relocation helped pre-
serve Stoddartsville as it is today.

“The road was very busy. It was difficult for me to
keep the bad people off the falls. They'd go down there
and drink beer and destroy everything,” he said.

Combining tourism with history

Barapermdo{ Stoddartsville was a vacation
for Philadelphi =

But thatal-

ter Stodd. wen!. k b with
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river.

Stull had six children and gave each onean acre and
they built cottages, which eventually became rentals
during an era when people, generally, did not have
summer homes, Butler said. He added that the Poco-
nos became popular and big resorts were built, so vis-
itors no longer came to Stoddartsville.
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Butler could hive sokd his
bomes and land el retived
somewhere warm, Yet o him,
Stoddarteville is impeartamt, sohe
didn'L wamt it to tum it aver o

were hlackwmiths who made
chaims for boats, sod there wene
chickens and goats and sheep. It
mnmﬁ]mlmlnlhnm
ks e said
Butler constriscied 8 pentagon-
enmien in which

the Inm (ior $4 per i), centi-
ry-old artilacts that were dug up
froem heneath the ruins, 8 model
al U beardrap dam (hat began
Senddansville

Butler also his & section dedi-
cated o the Navy with o real
meess tahle and authentic sdmiral
silverware. Additionally, shelves
are filled with heoks an Luseme
Cmmhls:m'mea!tlumln-
ing abook on Zebulon Butler,
iﬁmrdﬂlmnhyrhcmeum
eursiior hmsell

Eatler also preserved much of
the Stoddansville lad. In 19
he Enally. achieved

a yearsloog
goal of making Stoddartaville s
hlstoric dssiriet,

Tt took a bong time” he said of
hishattle, “This mears that there
cim be no houses on less then 10
acres. By having it 2 historic dis-
trict you also have ta keep =
house within the s I can't just
make ‘another modem |wnise,
which is greal. Il T want tochangs
ahouse i has to be in the Vietor-
Inn 18505,

Butler was also able to pure
chase houses & they bocame
mailable. He bought the Inn and
its lands 2= well a5 eight other
homses, He owns land on both
sides of the river.

“T think 1 have enough srea
amouml me Lo protect it T have
ahout o burdred acres and nine
hesiges. | bought Lhe summer
hooses as they became availa-
bile,” be said. T was luclor fo have:
a wife who had an inberitance.
But 1 was able 10 buy thess
hiuses for 36,000 and 514,000,
which s umbeard af now. Timing
was everything®

Butler has given touss of his
Ilnid.l.mtoﬂlclnmﬂdumulm—
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Tt tkes someone 10 he here,
I'm 85 and P'm not going 1o be
here very musch longer, and that

*“I think | have enough area around me to protect
it. | have about @ hundred acres and nine houses. |
bought the summer houses as they became avail-

able.”

~lohn Butler

From anctrar branch ol Stoadart lasily

cancerts me. Sameans has to be

get imvalved in his preservation

ansie for malntenance with pne  offort.

Liesilckings.”
Teday, mesthy yeas.pound rent-
ers inbabil. the bowses Stoddart

awns, but some still serve a5 -

cation rentals, Theold mill bouse ed.

He said, 1 want bours lo come
oit and want to make the ma-
s more attrsctive. Twant peo-
plr.i-nauwrwt we've interpret:
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